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THERAPEUTIC GOODS ADMINISTRATION 
Statement 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [6.32 pm]: I am going to speak about a medical question. 
Yes, it does involve cannabis, but members will see why in a moment. I am an authorised prescriber for a number 
of drugs. Let us take heroin, for example. Members might be surprised to know that if I have schedule 8 prescribing 
permission, I can prescribe OxyContin and oxycodone, and I can prescribe OxyContin from a number of different 
companies. I can prescribe tramadol and buprenorphine, which I can prescribe in patch form and no-one asks any 
questions because I have permission to prescribe S8 drugs. When I seek to prescribe medicinal cannabis, I need first 
of all to apply to the Therapeutic Goods Administration to be allowed access to the website that allows me to prepare 
a five-page form. Once I have filled that out, I am able to apply for an individual patient, for individual preparation, 
to receive cannabis. When I have done enough of those, maybe 10 or 100, I can apply to become an authorised 
prescriber. To become an authorised prescriber for cannabis, I need to apply for permission to prescribe a combination 
of either CBD and/or THC. One would think it would be simple. For example, company A has three preparations; 
one that is CBD dominant, one that is THC dominant and one that is a mix of the two. When I apply, I am allowed 
to specify for what I can prescribe it—autism, epilepsy, chronic pain, anxiety and insomnia. I note that. I apply to 
the committee, which then applies on my behalf to the government to become an authorised prescriber. It is 
a boring process; it takes a long time and costs $500 to apply for it. Having achieved that ability to prescribe CBD 
and/or THC in three different forms, one would think that I would be able to prescribe all forms of CBD and all 
forms of THC because I am an authorised prescriber. But, no. Let us say that there are 30 different companies, all of 
them providing CBD and/or THC in roughly the same proportions. Should I wish to prescribe from company A, 
I can fill out a form, off it goes, here is the script for the patient and they can take that script to the pharmacy to obtain 
their medicinal cannabis. If I want to get exactly the same formulation from company B, I have to apply to the TGA 
and wait several days for the application to come through, which may be refused, or I can apply to become an 
authorised prescriber for company B by paying $500; and for company C by paying $500; and for company D by 
paying $500. Is it any wonder why doctors find this process onerous and expensive when all they are looking to 
do is simply prescribe THC and/or CBD in whichever combination? If doctors are authorised for one, why not be 
authorised for all? Members, I asked the TGA about this. It said, “Yes, we know. It’s not very clever. This is not 
the right thing. We expect it’ll be about two months before we can get permission for all THC and CBD.” That 
was a year and a half ago. Even now, I am coming across patients who require for, say, chronic severe pain or mental 
distress, a particular form of cannabis and I am able to prescribe that to them without going through the onerous 
process of applying separately because I do not have the permission to prescribe it. It could also be—this has been 
refused as well—that I have one preparation for a patient, but because it was not specified for, let us say, autism, 
it will be refused; “You cannot prescribe this for autism because you did not apply for that during the application 
process.” It is the same stuff. 
We are dealing with rampant stupidity on behalf of those who are in charge of organising, authorising and permitting 
doctors to prescribe a simple drug, which, from a side effects point of view, is a heck of a lot safer than the heroin 
that I can freely prescribe. I am not asking for any action here. I am simply asking that the house takes notice 
of this unacceptable situation and that it be documented in Hansard so that I can refer to it later, because this 
unacceptable situation is causing distress for patients and difficulty for doctors and action needs to be taken. I thank 
members for listening. 
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